
Chapter Three: Let's Explore Design Choices Through COLOR
idea emporium bakery: where all the cakes are baked with a little magic inside
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It's time to help design what is sold in the bakery! The Fairies run the Bakery 
Department. Marjorie K. Fairy is in charge while Leopold, the manager, is away. 
The cakes and goodies sell to fellow fairies and magical creatures. The bakery 
is filled with delicious magic-enchanted yummies for sale. Welcome new de-
signers. Help Marjorie design floating cakes and decorate candied forest apples. 
She is way too busy and her fellow worker, Elfonz the Elf, just quit for a career 
in making shoes instead. Time to use your imagination and put on your smocks 
while we explore DESIGN CHOICES through playing with COLOR.

Idea Emporium 
Bakery
Department

Specials: 
Flying Cake $5
Acorn Bread $4

Candied Apple $3
Expoding Donut $2

Follow this LINK to the dancing cake room online!

Marjorie 
K. Fairy, 
Assistant 
Baker

The crows work with the fairies in 
the bakery. They deliver bak-
ery items to the customers. They 
work for shiny things, which they 
love. Reg is a single crow who 
likes long walks in the rain, wears 
colorful ties, and is an excellent 
worker. He is best friends with 
Marjorie K. Fairy.

Reg Crow, Assistant to 
the Assistant

Leopold
The Boss

&
Alfonz
Turtle 
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Who Works in the Bakery 

Let's make unusual flavors for the cupcakes!
 Pick one flavor from the left to match the right.

 Lemon  Rootbeer
 Banana  Juicyfruit
 Licorice  Cream 
 Bubblegum Pineapple
 Vanilla  Cranberry
 Strawberry Pizza
 Chocolate Pistachio
 Lime  Cucumber
 Butterfinger Cherry
 Rasberry Pumpkin
 Kiwi  Mint

Magical Cupcakes
    
 
 

 

Psst...What flavor combination did you make that is your 
favorite? What color would you make your cupcake?

Bonnie Sue is 8 1/2 years old. She is part fairy 
and can burp the alphabet. On Thursdays she 
visits the Bakery for Green Cupcake Day. Eating 
one can turn you green for an afternoon, much 
to the chagrin of her mother. 

Play with Choices: Unusual Flavors

Cupcake Room
There is a special room set back in the 
Idea Emporium Bakery that is just for 
selling cupcakes. It is very popular. There 
are all kinds of magical cupcakes including 
Marjorie’s favorite, the Color-Changing 
Cupcakes. (see Bonnie Sue’s story below) 

      Don’t be afraid to make a mistake design-
ing. Cool inventions are made from mistakes. 
The cherry-multiplying cupcakes were a big 
hit in the bakery. 
      

Rejected Cupcakes
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Lesson in Color Choices
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What colors look good to-
gether? We look to something 
called a Color Wheel and 
Nature for suggestions. 

 

Colors that are opposite on the color wheel are 
called Complementary Colors and matches. These 
colors look exciting together! When designing your 
bakery items, if you want the cake or dessert to 
look vibrant, these are the colors you pick. The color 
wheel can also be made from pie pieces! Yummy!

Colors next to each other on the wheel are called 
Analogous Colors and they look pleasing and 
soothing to the eye. 

Nature Colors
Analogous colors are often found in Na-
ture. Look around you. Take a walk to the 
park or your backyard and find the Anal-
ogous colors in the trees and the plants. 
This shake and cupcake use an analogous 
color scheme - the blue, green and yel-
low are next to each other on the 
pie chart. 

Intro to Design Choices

Decorate the Cupcakes
The fairies love to decorate with leaves and shiny things to make their cupcakes stand 
out. In the wall of the Idea Emporium Bakery is a teeny, tiny bakery just for mice. 
Happy regular customer Maurice is a big fan of the cupcakes. Designers, can you 
design a tiny cupcake for Maurice? Add some stars, leaves, or fruit to 
this cupcake below. Be sure to color it in. Will you use analogous 
or complementary colors to make the cupcake look pleasing or 
exciting to the eye? 

 

On Wednesdays, the 
Bakery sells floating 
cupcakes. Be sure to eat 
the icing before it floats 
away! Check the video 
on the website here.
  

To see cupcake 
creations made by 

fellow designers in the 
Gallery of Cupcakes:

www.ideaemporiumbook.com

Stretch Your Mind Ideas

The Idea Emporium catalog



Design Your Cupcakes
Now that you know how to design and decorate a magical cupcake, time 
to design your own. 
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Draw: 
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Candied Forest Apples

Choices From The Forest
In the Idea Emporium, candied apples are made from items 
from Nature. Remember how colors from Nature look good to-
gether? Designers use what is available to them, and therefore, 
are very resourceful. Your challenge is to design apples with 
these items. Pick an item from Nature, like leaves or grass or 
blueberries, and ask yourself, what would I use to attach the 
leaves or grass to the apples that can be found in Nature? 
For instance, you could use HONEY or TREE SAP to attach the 
leaves. Use colors from the Forest. Choose from the Ingredi-
ents Box below. The colors from Nature are used to
design this Forest Pie. 

Resourcefulness

Ingredients to 
Choose: 

Add: 
grass

feathers
leaves
twigs
seeds

tree sap
berries

a
This is Forest Pie. It’s 
popular among the 
squirrels, chipmunks 
and tree creatures. It’s 
made from items found 
in the Forest.

Stretch 
Your Mind 

Ideas
Forest Pie Special $5.00

The Idea Emporium catalog



Candied Forest Apple Design Space
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Cat, age 13
Draw shapes to make apples

The Soda Fountain
In the summer at the Bakery ice cream sodas are sold. The colors of the sodas are import-
ant. Colors can express your feelings and have meaning. When the team asked bakery cus-

tomers what the color of frustration looked like these are the colors they chose: 

 

Mood + Color 

This soda gives 
you hiccups and 
you feel light and 
happy after drinking 
it. It is PINK for a 

happy feeling. 

Marjorie designed this 
soda with greys and 
purples for Halloween 
to make the soda look 
Spooky. I wonder what 
its magical power is. 
Turn into a vampire 
if you drink this grey 
soda? Maybe turn into 
your perfect Halloween 
costume? 

Dark+Spooky GREYS
& Purple: Halloween

Bright+Cheerful 
= Giggles
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Do you see the 
color you feel 
FRUSTRATION is? 
Circle that color.

Everyone has a recipe for what each color feels like to them. You can use these colors in 
your ice cream sodas. Yellow feels happy? Then a soda for giggles would be YELLOW. 

Red = Love
Want to feel all the things you love? Have a 
scarlet red and chocolate brown shake. It’s perfect
for Valentine’s Day.

Colors can bring up 
feeling associations 
to other things. 
The colors of these 
flowers reminds 
Marjorie of the 
human cereal, 
Froot Loops.



The Soda Fountain
Reg loves to put the straws into the soda fountain glasses. Ice cream sodas are not only 
pretty at the Idea Emporium Bakery, but are magical. Drink one soda and you can fly! Sip 
another and you can become invisible. What magic power does each soda give you based on 
your feelings about those colors?
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Donut Fridays
At the Idea Emporium Bakery, every Friday is Donut Friday. That was Leo-
pold's idea. The boss is very clever. Free Donuts for every donut purchased. 
And the most popular are the Exploding Donuts. Guaranteed for a blast eating. 

DONUT SPECIAL: 
DONUT BICYCLE. 

$38.00. 
A BUMPY RIDE BUT 

DELICIOUS & GOOD FOR 
LONG TRIPS AND YOU 
DON’T NEED TO STOP 

FOR A SNACK

Stretch Your Mind Ideas

My Color 
Notes
Example: 

Yellow: Happy, 
Fun

Have a 
little flower 
coffee with 
your donuts

The Idea Emporium catalog



Drawing a donut is easy. It's just shapes and lines. 
Practice Drawing a Donut. What else can a donut 
be made from? Like the donut bicycle? Doodle your 
ideas here.

Donut Fridays

Extra Fun: doo-
dle a plate with 
a marker for your 
donut in black 
& white. 

Extra Fun

Donut Fridays - A Brainstorming List
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When coming up with 

ideas for your donut 

designs, it is helpful to 

create a Brainstorm 

List to organize your 

ideas and tap into 

feelings to use. For 

this donut design Mar-

jorie picked CIRCUS as 

a theme after hear-

ing a story about one 

from the human news. 

After some research 

on circuses, she wrote 

down a list of what 

she thought about 

when the word CIRCUS 

came to mind. This 

included the colors Red 

and White, and Cotton 

Candy. If she had been 

to a circus, which 

she had never been, 

she could have added 

to her list FEELINGS 

about the circus and 

MOODS and the colors 

that matched those 

feelings. 

Never Been to the Circus?
Expand your ideas about what a circus is. Check out 

these resources:

- The Factory and Fantasy Exhibit in Japan: 

   LINK by Wowlab's Interactive 

- Watch CIRCUS series on PBS here

- Visit: Cirque Du Soliel's website here Planning out a design
Designers use references for what they create. They gather examples. Here's a field 
trip you can bite into. Go to a Donut Shop or Bakery and draw samples of donuts 
for your drawings.
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Design a donut for 
SPOOKY

Design a donut for 
FIRE ENGINE

Design a donut for 
ELVES

Design a donut for 
FOREST

Design a donut for 
CIRCUS

Design a donut for 
OCEAN WAVES

Donut Fridays
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QUARANTINE!

Watch Be Careful What You 
Wish For on the website to see 
how Marjorie came up with 
a solution to the multiplying 
rabbits dilemma.
www.ideaemporiumbook.com/
videos

Cinema Time!
Watch:

Designers you have done such an amazing job designing 
treats for the Bakery. Marjorie and Reg are so grateful. They 
need your help again. There is an emergency in the Inven-
tion Room! The chocolate rabbits, born through magic in the 
Bakery, help out every once in a while in the Invention Room. 
The chocolate rabbits are multiplying at an alarming rate 
after drinking some potion. Can you please design a cage to 
hold them while Marjorie comes up with a solution? Keep in 
mind, Designers, the cage should be tall enough to fit the 
rabbits in, and the cage should not let too much sun in or 
the rabbits will melt! Can you think of what else the cage 
would need? 

Designing to a theme

Marjorie and the team often design popular theme donuts, like the Circus Do-
nut, so the customers are never bored and always excited about the Bakery. 
With what you have learned about Color and Mood, pick out a donut theme 
to design from below or try to design all of them, if you are feeling brave. Be 
sure to make a Brainstorm List first to organize your thoughts and ideas. 
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Cage Drawing Space Check-in with 
Marjorie K. Fairy

What was most fun for 
you? 
______________________
What was your favorite bakery 

creation you designed?

______________________
What was hard for you to 
do?
______________________
What one thing did you learn 

about color choices?

______________________
______________________
______________________

Who is Marjorie K. Fairy?
Marjorie K. 
Fairy always 
had a flair for 
the unusual. 
That's why 
she was hired 
to assist in the 
Bakery. 
She oversees 
the ideas 
coming in. It 
is rumored 
she was born 
in a forest in 
Norway that 
had trees that 
flew, but no 
one knows 
for sure.
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Reg tip & Discuss

Further Exploration in Color Choices
• For further color combinations that look good 
together, check out Design Seeds. 
(https://www.design-seeds.com/)
• Josef Albers was a teacher and a color 
researcher. Check out his research here.

No Sit in the Hole Thinking
Don’t get yourself stuck in a hole! Sit in the 
Hole Thinking is all about thinking negative-
ly -- focusing on what won’t work but not 
providing any solutions for what will. For any 
problem, brainstorm lots of ideas for solu-
tions and don’t stop until you find one that will 
work. Ask ideas from friends. Don’t give up! 
There’s always a way.


